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Abstract. Agritourism is becoming increasingly relevant in the context of
sustainable rural development and economic diversification. The aim of this research
is to examine agritourism as a factor contributing to sustainable rural development
and to identify key conditions for its successful implementation in Kazakhstan. The
study applies both quantitative and qualitative research methods, including statistical
analysis, a comparative overview of international practices, and an evaluation of
agritourism support programs at national and local levels. The findings demonstrate
that agritourism fosters employment growth, reduces rural-to-urban migration,
preserves cultural and natural heritage, and promotes economic diversification in
rural areas. Global experience shows a stable annual growth of the agritourism
sector — up to 6% per year — driven by government incentives, targeted funding, and
active engagement of local communities. In Kazakhstan, agritourism is increasingly
acknowledged as a promising development path; however, its progress is hindered
by the absence of a regulatory framework, weak institutional support, insufficient
awareness, and low motivation among farmers and rural entrepreneurs. The article
concludes that legal regulation, investment in infrastructure, targeted training,
and the implementation of regional support programs are essential strategic steps.
Strengthening inter-sectoral coordination and expanding public-private partnerships
are also highlighted as critical for integrating agritourism into Kazakhstan’s broader
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rural development strategies. This study contributes to the formulation of evidence-
based policy recommendations and highlights the significant yet underutilized
potential of agritourism for improving the socio-economic resilience of rural regions
in Kazakhstan.

Keywords: rural areas, agritourism, world experience, sustainable development,
economic diversification

© I'.E. AmaabexoBa'*, A.H. HapenoBa’, A.P. Tanarosa!, 2025.
'M.X. lynatu areiagarsl Tapa3 yauBepcuteri, Tapas, KasakcraH;
?[11. Mypra3sa areinaarsl Xanbikapanslk Tapa3 yausepcureri, Tapas, Kazakcras.
E-mail: baken_t@mail.ru

ATPOTYPU3M — KA3AKCTAHJIAFBI AYBLIJIBIK
AYMAKTAPIBI TYPAKTBI JAMBITY MEH DKOHOMMKAHBI
OPTAPANITAHABIPY]bIH ®AKTOPHI PETIH/IE

I'E. Aman0exkoBa — 5KOHOMHKA FbUIBIMJIAPBIHBIH KaHIUJIATHI, “ODKOHOMHKA JKOHE MEHEKMEHT
kadenpaceHbIH goueHTi M.a., M.X. Jlynaru areranars! Tapa3 ynusepcureri, Tapas, Kazakcran,
E-mail:baken_t@mail.ru, https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9622-6263;

A.H. HapeHoBa — »>KOHOMHKA FBUIBIMIAPBIHBIH KaHAWAATEL, “ODKOHOMHKA >koHe Oackapy”
kadenpaceHbIH goneHTi M.a., III. Myprasa areranarsl Xanslkapanslk Tapa3 ynusepcureti, Tapas,
Kazakcran,

E-mail: an.narenova@dulaty.kz, https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0550-5986;

A.P. TanaToBa — SKOHOMHKa FBUIBIMIAPBIHBIH KaHAHIATHI, “Kapixkbl sxoHe ecern” kadeapachiHbIH
normeHti M.a., M.X. [lynaru areianarsl Tapa3 yansepcuteri, Tapas, Kasakcran,

E-mail: altrtan@mail.ru, https://orcid.org/0009-0006-8475-5874.

AHHOTanus. ATpOTYpU3M TYPaKThl aybUIABIK JaMy MEH SKOHOMHKAIIBIK
opTapanTaHAbIpyIblH KOHTEKCTiHAe OapraH CcalblH ©3eKTi OarbITKa alHayja.
3epTTeyaiH MakcaThl — arpoTypH3MJIi aybUIIBIK ayMaKTapJblH TYPAaKThl JaMyblHA
BIKITAJ €TETIH (PaKTOp peTiHJe Tanaay xkoHe KazakcraH xaraaibiHIa OHbl TaObICTHI
JKYy3ere achIpyAblH HETI3rl MapTTapblH alKbIHAAy. 3epTTey OapbIChIHIA CaHJIBIK
JKOHE CarajblK 9JIICTEp KEUICHI KOJIAHBUIBIN, CTATHCTUKAIBIK TaJay JKYPri3iii,
XaJIBIKAPaJIbIK TOHKIPUOEre CabICTHIPMANIbl IIONY JKACAIbl XKOHE arpoTypu3MIi
Kongay OarnmapiaManapbl YITTBIK JKOHE JKEpPTiTiKTI JeHreinepre OaramaHmbl.
3epTTey HOTHXKENEpi arpOTypU3MHIH aybULIBIK aiiMaKTapia KYMBICIICH KaMTYJIbl
apTThIPYFa, aybUIaH Kajara KeIli-KOHbl a3aliTyFa, MOJICHU KOHE TaOUFH MYpPaHbI
caKTayfa, COHJal-aK 9SKOHOMHUKAHBI opTapanTaHIbIpyFa CENTiriH THUri3eTiHIH
KepceTTi. Fanamapik TaxxiprOe OyJ1 ceKTOPIBIH TYPAKThI TYPAE KbUIbIHA 6%-Fa eiiin
©CETIiHIH, OHBIH JaMyblHA MEMJICKETTIK BIHTAJIAHBIPY, HBICAHAJBI KAPKbUIAHIBIPY
JKOHE JKEPriTiKTI KaybIMJIACTBIKTAPIbIH OEJICEeHII KAaThICybl BIKHNAI ETETIHIH
nmonennedai. Kazakcrannma arpoTypu3M NEpCHEKTHBAJIBI JaMy OAaFbIThl PETiHIIE
MOMBIHIAJIBIN KeJIe/dl, allaiijia OHBIH JaMyblHA HOPMATUBTIK-KYKBIKTBIK Oa3aHBIH
KETUIMETEH/IIT, WHCTUTYIHOHAIJBIK KOJJAYJAbIH OJCI3/iri, XadapnapibIKThIH
TOMEHJIIT1 JkoHE (hepMepiiep MEH aybLl KOCIITKEpIepiHiH OeCEeHAUTITIHIH TOMEHIIT1
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kezxepri kenTipyne. KOpBITBIHABICHIHAA, arpOTYPH3MHIH OJI€yeTiH TOJBIK iCKe
aceIpy YLIIH HOPMATHBTIK-KYKBIKTBIK Oa3aHbl KaJbIITACTHIPY, HHPPAKYPBUIBIMIBI
JaMBbITy, epMepiiep MEH aybll KOCIIIKepIiepiHe apHaIFaH aKknaparThIK-TYCiHAIpY ic-
LIapagapblH KYMICHTY KoHE MHCTUTYLMOHAIABIK KOJAayabl Kyieney Oyl canaHblH
TUIMJIi ©pKEH IeY1 YILiH HEeTi3Ti alnFblapTTap 006N TaOblIa bl. ATPOTYPHU3MII ENIIH
aybUIIBIK JaMy CTpaTerusuiapblHa THIMAI KipIKTipy YLIIH cajapaliblK YHIecTipyai
KYIIEHTY MEH MEMIICKETTIK-)KEKEMEHIIIIK 9pINTeCTIKTepAl KeHEHUTY MaHBI3bl EKeHi
aran eTineni. by 3epTTey FBUIBIMU HET13[e/ITeH YChIHBICTAp d3ipIieyre Yiiec KOChI,
arpotypusMmHiH KazakcTaHHBIH aybUIABIK OHIPJIEPiHIH 9JI€yMETTiK-9KOHOMHKAIBIK
OPHBIKTBUIBIFBIH apTTHIPYJAFbl €JIeyNi, o1 TOJNBIK MaliJajaHbUIMaraH oJeyeTiH
aILBII KOPCETEI.

Tyiiin ce3aep: aybUIABIK aymMakTap, arpoTypH3M, JIEMAIK TIXipuOe, TYpaKThl
JaMy, SKOHOMHKaHBI opTapanTaHabIpy
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AHHOTanus1. ATpoTypu3M npuoOperaeT BcE Oojbllee 3HaU€HHE B KOHTEKCTE
YCTOWYHMBOTO Pa3BUTHUS CEIILCKUX TEPPUTOPUE U AMBEpCU(DUKAIIMY IKOHOMUKH. []enb
uccnedo6anus 3aKI0YaeTCs B TOM, YTOObI pacCMOTPETh arpoTypusM Kak (akTtop,
CIOCOOCTBYIOIMH yCTOWYMBOMY Pa3BUTHIO CEILCKUX PETHMOHOB, W OINPEICIUTH
KJIIOUEBBIE YCIIOBHS JUIs €ro ycIeurHoro BHeapenus B Kazaxcrane. B uccnenosanun
MPUMEHSIICSI KOMIUIEKC KOJWYECTBEHHBIX M Kad€CTBEHHBIX Memo0os, BKIIOYAs
CTaTUCTUYECKHUHN aHAJIN3, CPABHUTEIIBHBIN 0030p MEKIYHAPOAHOTO OMBITA U OLICHKY
MporpaMM HOAJEPKKH arpoTypu3Ma Ha HAIMOHAJIBHOM M MECTHOM YPOBHSX.
Pesyrbmamsl 1eMOHCTPUPYIOT, YTO arpoTYpPH3M CIOCOOCTBYET POCTY 3aHITOCTH,
CHIDKEHHUIO MUTPAlMM U3 cella B TOPOJ], COXPAHEHUIO KYJIBTYPHOTO W IMPUPOAHOIO
Haclenusi, a TaKKe CTUMYIHPYET SKOHOMHYECKYIO AWBEPCUPHUKALNIO B CEIBCKOM
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MECTHOCTH. MHUPOBOH OMNBIT MOKa3bIBACT CTAOMIBHBIN €XKEroJHbI POCT JAaHHOTO
cekTopa — 10 6% eXeromHo, 4emy CHOCOOCTBYIOT TOCYAapCTBEHHBIC CTHUMYIIBL,
uesieBoe (prHaAHCHPOBAaHKE M AKTUBHOE yuacTHe MeCTHBIX coobiecTB. B Kazaxcrane
arpoTypusM Bc€ B OONbIIEH CTEMEHH paccMaTpUBaeTCsl KaK MEpCHEKTHBHOE
HampaBlICHHE Pa3BUTHUS; OIHAKO €ro TMPOTPecc CHIEPKHUBACTCS OTCYTCTBUEM
HOPMAaTHBHO-TIPaBOBOM 0a3bl, c€1a00H WHCTUTYLMOHAJIBHON TOIAEPKKOH, a
TaKKe HEJIOCTaTOYHOW OCBEIOMIIEHHOCTBIO M HU3KOH MOTHBauueil ¢GepMepoB H
CEeNbCKUX NpeArpuHuMaTeneil. B crarbe nenmaercs BBIBOI, YTO 3aKOHOIATENBHOE
perynupoBaHue, MHBECTHLIMHU B HHPPACTPYKTYPY, LieIeBoe 00yUeHUE U peann3aius
PETMOHANBHBIX TIPOTPAMM TOAICPIKKH SBISIFOTCS HEOOXOIUMBIMH CTPATETHIECKUMHU
maramu. Takke MOAYEPKUBACTCS, YTO YKpEIJICHHE MEXKCEKTOPHOW KOOPIMHALIMH
W pacHIpeHHE TOCYIapCTBEHHO-YaCTHOTO MAapTHEPCTBA HMEIOT —pellarolee
3HAUEHHE AJISl MHTETPalH arpoTypusMa B Oosee IIUPOKHE CTPaTeruu pa3BUTHSA
cenbckux peruoHoB Kazaxcrana. B 3axiouenuy TMOAYEPKUBACTCS BaKHOCTD
pa3paboTKH MPaBOBBIX MEXaHU3MOB, MOJIEPHU3AIMN UHPPACTPYKTYPHI, BHEIPEHUS
CHELUAIN3UPOBAHHBIX MPOrPaMM IOATOTOBKH KaJpOB M 3allycKa PErHOHAIBHBIX
WHULMATAB B KauyeCTBE KIIOYEBHIX HAMpPaBICHUH MM YCHEIIHOTO pa3BUTHA
arpoTypusma

KiioueBble cj10Ba: CenbCKHE TEPPUTOPUH, arpoTypH3M, MHPOBOW OIIBIT,
YCTOWYHMBOE Pa3BUTHE, SKOHOMHUYECKas TUBEpCHPUKALHS

Introduction. Agritourism is a relatively new phenomenon in the global tourism
market. Despite its youth, it has gained immense popularity, driven not only
by the trend towards everything natural but also by a range of economic, socio-
psychological, and environmental factors. The desire to live in harmony with nature,
consume natural food products, preserve nature and cultural identity, support local
agricultural producers, and reduce the growing gap between the living standards of
rural and urban populations-these and many other factors have contributed to the
remarkable rise in the popularity of agricultural tourism worldwide.

The rapid growth of agricultural tourism is driven by the increasing demand for
this type of recreation, both from foreign tourists and the local population. Studies
show that up to 35% of urban residents prefer rural tourism. However, according to
expert estimates, agricultural tourism accounts for 10-12% (Yusifova, 2020) to 20-
30% (Chausov et al., 2024) of the total revenue in the tourism industry in Europe.

Among the priorities for the development of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
rural areas and agriculture plays a key role as one of the main driving forces of
development, which is directly related to agritourism. The Decree of the Government
of the Republic of Kazakhstan approving the Concept for the Development of the
Tourism Industry of the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2023—2029 (Government, 2023)
highlights the importance of diversifying the production of various types of goods
in rural areas, increasing their efficiency, and developing the service sectors of
the economy. The development and promotion of agritourism in rural regions, as
a distinct tourism product, not only contributes to addressing the pressing socio-
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economic issues of rural areas but is also closely aligned with the country’s long-
term strategic priorities.

Kazakhstan's various potentials create favorable conditions for the development
of agricultural tourism. However, in practice, there are no regulatory legal acts in this
field. The main national document addressing agricultural tourism is the «Concept
for the Development of the Tourism Industry of the Republic of Kazakhstan for
2023-2029», which poses a significant obstacle to the initiation and operation of
agricultural tourism. This situation highlights the necessity of scientific research. It
is essential to legalize agricultural tourism as an economic activity, which should
include various types of agricultural tourism services, such as accommodating
guests in rural hotels, selling agricultural products and souvenirs, organizing agro-
entertainment events, and more.

The aim of the research is to study the global and domestic experience of
agricultural tourism development, identify the key factors that stimulate and hinder
its growth, understand their role in the effective organization, activation, and support
of agricultural tourism, and examine these issues using the example of the Republic
of Kazakhstan.

Literature review

Leushkina & Ivanova (2025) consider agricultural tourism as an important concept
closely linked to the principles of sustainable economic development. According
to the authors, rural tourism defines the potential for regional cluster development,
with a focus on industrial growth. Authorities are interested in reducing the negative
impacts of industrial structures on the environment and ecological conditions; in the
authors' research, agricultural tourism reflects the interest of regional authorities in
diversifying sectoral specializations and shifting from purely industrial activities to
«green» technologies and «green» agriculture.

Boribay, Esimova, Satybaldieva & Oktay (2024), Koyshinova G.K., Sarina B.,
Domalatov Ye.B. (2025) also regard agricultural tourism as an important concept
that defines the prospects for the multiplicative growth of regional economies
and agricultural areas. Seiitzhagyparova et al. (2024) argues that the concept
of «agritourism» encompasses various interpretations, suggesting the need to
differentiate the spheres of influence of agricultural tourism based on its types
and manifestations. While agreeing with the researchers' conclusions, we propose
considering agricultural tourism as a unified concept in this work, encompassing
tourism products and services created and implemented based on the material assets
(fixed assets), buildings, and structures of agricultural companies.

In the study by Seken, A. et al. (2023), Sergeyeva, A.M. et al. (2024) agricultural
tourism is seen as one of the most promising directions for the development of
the modern tourism industry. Abishov, Agybetova, Dusenko (2022) highlight key
directions that determine the growth potential and popularity of agricultural tourism
among the public, such as:

» meeting the demand of consumers (tourists) for participation in the process of
agricultural production and life within the culture and traditions of a rural family
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* satisfying the demand of consumers (tourists) for agricultural products

* addressing tourists’ emotional needs and desires to establish contact with the
animal world, plants, as well as immerse themselves in the rural atmosphere and
escape urban life.

The implementation of these directions is reflected in tourism structures such
as ethnotourism, ecotourism, cultural and educational tourism, as well as active
recreation. Overall, these tourism types form the foundation for creating a unique
tourism product that will be attractive to people of different age groups, especially
urban residents interested in experiencing new rural life conditions.

Methodology. This study will employ a comprehensive approach, integrating
both quantitative and qualitative analysis methods, to explore the international and
national experiences of agritourism and to identify the primary factors that promote
or hinder its development.

For the quantitative aspect, statistical data from the Bureau of National Statistics
of the Agency for Statistical Planning and Reforms of the Republic of Kazakhstan
have been used. These statistics cover key aspects of the tourism market, including
tourist numbers, revenue, and sector growth. By collecting and analyzing this data,
the study provides an objective and accurate overview of the agritourism market in
the country. The use of such data ensures the reliability and precision of the research
outcomes.

The study emphasizes qualitative analysis methods, as they are essential for
understanding the experiences of different countries in agritourism. These methods
offer a deeper insight into the underlying causes and factors that account for the
advantages that some countries have in the global agritourism market. The primary
qualitative method used is comparative analysis, which involves comparing existing
data and metrics to reveal trends and patterns in the positioning of tourists within the
agritourism sector. This comparative approach includes analyzing data from different
regions within Kazakhstan and comparing it with international data to identify both
distinct and shared features.

The evaluation of existing concepts and programs aimed at advancing agritourism
includes studying government and private sector initiatives designed to support the
growth of agritourism. A qualitative review of these initiatives will assess their
effectiveness and highlight areas where improvements can be made.

In conclusion, the combined use of quantitative and qualitative methods in this
research has facilitated a thorough understanding of agritourism in Kazakhstan.
This integrated approach has made it possible to identify the key factors that either
encourage or impede the development of agritourism, and to propose practical
recommendations for improving the situation. The findings of this study can inform
the development of more effective policies that reduce barriers to agritourism growth
and promote equal opportunities for young workers across Kazakhstan.

Results and discussion. Experience and scientific evidence show that agritourism
contributes to the development of rural settlements, increasing the income levels and
employment opportunities of their residents, overcoming urbanization processes,
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reducing the migration from rural areas to cities, and fostering the formation of a
new agricultural sector.

According to FMI data, the global agritourism market exceeded 102 billion USD
in 2023 and is projected to grow steadily by 6.8% annually until 2033, reaching
over 198 billion USD by 2033 (Klinduh, 2023); (Global Agro-rural Tourism Market
Outlook, 2023). The United Nations World Tourism Organization publishes data
showing the high potential of agritourism to impact regional economies, which
is explained by its significant influence on agribusiness entities. The organization
considers agritourism as a unique concept that allows tourists to experience local
culture, traditions, customs, and way of life, as well as engage in various activities,
including agriculture. International experience shows that agritourism is one of
the key socio-economic directions in the development of agricultural economies.
Studies show that agritourism products meet the demands of the main consumers of
tourism products — the middle class, aligning with their lifestyle, psychological, and
cultural needs.

Research into existing definitions of agritourism distinguishes two main groups:

1. Definitions that link agritourism with tourism in rural areas and consider it
as a type of ecotourism. These definitions are often made from the perspective of
consumers of tourism services.

2.Agritourismisstudiedas bothatourismservice and an entrepreneurial activity that
provides farmers with extra income through tourism in rural areas, while considering
ecological factors. It is often described with synonyms such as rural tourism, green
tourism, farm tourism, and ecotourism (Sarafanov, 2020). International experience,
including that of developed countries, shows that ecotourism and agritourism are
closely linked and often seen as complementary. Various related forms - rural, farm,
agricultural, sports, and adventure tourism - are frequently combined into a single
eco-agritourism sector. In Europe, this is confirmed by organizations that incorporate
the term into their names (ECEAT) (Shokhan et al.2020).

The Concept for the Development of the Tourism Industry of the Republic of
Kazakhstan for 2023-2029 states: «The principle of agritourism is to attract tourists
to villages (agricultural lands), familiarize them with agricultural activities, conduct
workshops, organize product tastings and presentations, and provide them with the
opportunity to purchase produced goods» (Government, 2023). Thus, agritourism
(or rural tourism) is a modern concept that emerged at the intersection of the tourism
and agriculture sectors, reflecting the increasing interest of the public and businesses
in organizing tourism activities focused on ecological trends and active healthy
recreation. Modern agritourism models developed in European Union member
countries and former participants, particularly the United Kingdom, Germany,
France, and Italy, are described, each with its own characteristics. The description of
these models is grouped in Figure 1.
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The British model of agritourism is based on
the co-living of farm owners and tourists. The
main services provided within this model include
horseback and hiking tours, which are typical
of ecotourism. Today, fishing has been added as
a mandatory service. A new development is the
emergence of farms offering historical tourism
services focused on specific historical periods.

The French model of agritourism focuses
primarily on cuisine and winemaking. In this case,
tourists are offered a separate cottage with a full
menu of local dishes, including cheeses, brandies,
and a wide variety of wines. Each farmer typically
produces their own wine, with unique labels and
brands, adding to the diversity of offerings.

The German model of agritourism is primarily
based on mutual labor in the fields and the joint
participation of tourists and farm owners in
daily life and farm work. In fact, there are two
main types of rural tourism in Germany: farm
tourism — where tourists live and work on the
farm — and ethnotourism. German ethnotourism
involves participation in various folk festivals and
celebrations, such as the famous beer festivals and
traditional village day celebrations.

The Italian model of agritourism is similar to
the French model but with its own unique flair.
In addition to the culinary aspect, it includes
entertainment programs, physical activities such
as sports, and visits to historical landmarks.
Tourists can expect to work on vineyards —
harvesting and processing grapes, as well as olive

picking. Accommodation options vary, ranging
from luxurious villas to simple village cottages.

Figure 1-The agritourism models in several European countries
Note: compiled by the authors based on the reference (Kundius et al., 2023)

Referring to Figure 1, it is important to note that in the current realities, there is a
high potential for the development of the Kazakhstani agritourism model, reflecting
the intensification of the processes involved in the development of the corresponding
infrastructure. This necessitates the clarification of characteristic practices and
conditions related to domestic agritourism, as well as the description of the structural
elements of the future organizational and economic model.

In the research of Tatyana V. Saleeva, Adam M. Malsagov (2024), Santosh, et al.
(2024), the approaches to organizing and developing agritourism vary from country
to country, but they are generally focused on showcasing agricultural culture, local
products, nature, and traditions. (see Table 1)

Table 1- A world experience in agritourism

Features of Agritourism
One of the leading countries in the field of agritourism, where farmers offer tours
to wineries, fragrant lavender fields, and gastronomic tours. Main directions: wine
tourism, stays at wineries and farms, culinary workshops, exploring villages.
Agritourism in Italy is developing in connection with rural landscapes, historical
villages, and high-quality local food. Main directions: visits to wineries and olive
groves, culinary tours, stays on farms, learning about traditional handicrafts.

Country

France

Italy

In Spain, agritourism is linked to rural life, winemaking, and farming, where the
natural conditions and culture are unique. Main directions: wine tourism, farm tours,
staying in rural houses, culinary tours.

Agritourism in New Zealand mainly offers farm tours and opportunities to participate
in agricultural activities. Main directions: fishing tourism, farm stays, participation in
agricultural work, ecological tours.

[NoI)

Spain

New Zealand
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Agritourism in Germany is characterized by rural festivals, farm excursions, and local
Germany production experiences. Main directions: farm stays, agricultural exhibitions and
festivals, plantation tours, culinary workshops.

Agritourism in Australia offers farm work and ecological tours, featuring unique
Australia natural areas and local products. Main directions: farm tours, staying on cattle
ranches, working on farms, visiting local markets.

Agritourism in the USA is widespread, with opportunities ranging from agricultural
USA activities to ecological tours. Main directions: wine tourism, farm stays, ecotourism,
farmer's markets, and ecological farms.

Agritourism in Canada is mainly related to farm tourism and nature-based ecological
Canada vacations. Main directions: farm stays, fishing tourism, ecotourism, visiting farmer's
markets and local products.

Agritourism in Kazakhstan is developing in connection with rural heritage, vast
Kazakhstan |agricultural lands, and unique natural resources. Main directions: farm stays,
agricultural tours, learning traditional handicrafts, exploring local cuisine.

Note: compiled by the authors based on the references (Oborin et al., 2023; Ostapenko et al., 2024)

Thus, global experience clearly shows the growing importance of agritourism
in the tourism industry system and the economy as a whole. The rapid growth of
this sector, according to research, reaches up to 6% annually (Bureau of National
Statistics, 2023; Ostapenko et al., 2024) and is driven by the following factors:

1. Agritourism is an effective tool for restructuring agriculture, as it allows part of
the agricultural business to shift from production to the service sector in conditions
of overproduction of agricultural products and growing competition.

2. Agritourism helps to bridge the gap in the standard of living between rural and
urban populations, contributing to poverty alleviation.

3. Agritourism opens up new opportunities for preserving cultural identity and
supporting and developing national traditions and lifestyles.

4. Agritourism meets the demands of modern tourists who adhere to ecological
values and wish to leave the urban space of the city during their leisure time to
connect with nature and explore the roots of national culture.

Additionally, the analysis of international experience in the development of
agritourism has allowed for the identification of complex issues that have arisen in
the sector in recent years. These include:

» The relatively short-term emergence of agritourism as a separate category of
tourism in the market and the resulting lack of a clear understanding of the term
«agritourismy;

» A shortage of knowledge, professional training, and research in the sector;

* The lag of science and methodologies behind the sector’s needs;

* The unequal development of agritourism in different countries — in some
countries, the sector has developed as a stable and profitable activity that contributes
to the economy, while in most countries agritourism is underdeveloped.

At present, it is very difficult to speak about the development of rural tourism in
Kazakhstan. It is still at the stage of 'understanding' its role, recognizing the potential
benefits from the government, businesses, and potential clients. Nevertheless,
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the first steps towards its promotion and development have already been taken:
primarily, agritourism/rural tourism is considered a separate area of activity within
the framework of the Concept for the Development of the Tourism Industry of the
Republic of Kazakhstan for 2023-2029.

In 2019, Kazakhstan saw a record high in tourism investment, reaching
153.7 billion tenge, highlighting the growing focus on the sector's development.
Agrotourism has emerged as a key priority within tourism, underscoring its strategic
importance for Kazakhstan's economy. That year, agritourism and tourism contributed
significantly to the nation's economy, raising its share of GDP to 5.6%. The goal for
2025 is to further increase this share to 8%, which implies that annual investments
in tourism and spending by both domestic and international tourists should rise by
7-8% (Ostapenko et al., 2024).

The Ministry of Tourism of Kazakhstan proposes allowing farmers to engage
in agritourism on their land. The adoption of this measure would help improve the
welfare of rural areas by providing additional employment opportunities for over
10,000 rural residents. This is particularly relevant in the eastern and southern regions
of Kazakhstan. The plan is to allow farmers to build guesthouses and glamping sites
on their properties, but these structures should not exceed 10% of the total land area.

According to statistics, Kazakhstan has 219,000 farms and agricultural enterprises.
It was predicted that if even 1% of these farms (approximately 2,200 units) establish
guesthouses and hire at least two people to provide services for tourists, 6,600 people
would be employed in rural areas each year.

In the past year, the number of inbound and domestic visitors to Kazakhstan
increased by 30% compared to 2019. A particularly significant growth was observed
among those who visited specially protected natural areas, with their numbers rising
by 61.5%. Additionally, the number of "self-organized" inbound and domestic
tourists grew by 36.7% (Figure 2).

Agritourism is currently viewed as a source of income for budgets at all levels, a
means to increase employment and improve the standard of living, a way to promote
the health of citizens, and a foundation for the progress of the social and cultural
environment. Agritourism is one of the key sectors contributing to the growth of the
region's economy, including the development of services for tourism companies,
communications, transportation, the production of souvenirs and other goods,
trade, catering, agriculture, construction, and other industries in many regions of
Kazakhstan.
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Currently, Almaty and Akmola regions are among the top four leading areas in
terms of the number of people accommodated in sanatoriums, the number of places
in sanatorium-and-spa facilities, visitors to specially protected natural areas, and
«self-organized» inbound and domestic tourists. In 2022, three new regions were
established in Kazakhstan — Abai, Zhetysu, and Ulytau — which affected the
regional structure of statistical data (see Table 2).

Table 2-The number of inbound and domestic visitors served by regions

Growth
Region 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Rate, %

The Republic of

Kazakhitan 8081504 | 4786130 | 7347042 9800133 | 10978555 | 359
Akmola Region 1181848 | 795283 | 1082247 | 1276649 | 1484871 | 25.6
Aktobe Region 138 226 88255 149998 | 193 158 192 520 39.3
Almaty Region 1286013 814 817 | 1254620 | 1355003 | 1501637 | 16.8
Atyrau Region 254 684 85 581 48 382 164 316 175678 | —31.0
West Kazakhstan Region 117219 45057 81 848 107 633 178 527 52.3
Zhambyl Region 156 330 105 148 141902 | 152 805 174 296 11.5
Karaganda Region 376 575 238 437 336978 | 359 549 411 490 9.3
Kostanay Region 255174 149 353 228982 | 243015 237 382 -7.0
Kyzylorda Region 97 315 61284 114095 | 127045 144 688 48.7
Mangystau Region 223 884 160 962 292586 | 311119 391510 74.9
Pavlodar Region 312 397 87 561 208967 | 324977 | 387622 24.1
North Kazakhstan Region | 147 344 104 734 157 214 149 895 156 780 6.4
Turkestan Region 302 048 205 679 360221 | 472094 | 558881 85.0
East Kazakhstan Region 728 436 440 909 552819 | 380 725 392 926 -46.1
City of Astana 871 851 421 050 751123 | 1178462 | 1324099 | 519
City of Almaty 1377121 764 753 | 1260925 | 1849486 | 2084578 | 51.3
City of Shymkent 255039 217 267 324135 | 455027 | 455996 78.8
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Abai 0 0 0 339916 398 044 -
Zhetysu 0 0 0 332 817 295215 -
Ulytau 0 0 0 26 442 31815 -

Note: compiled by authors based on data from the Bureau of National Statistics (2023)

The national brand and the country's image actively contribute to the development
of inbound tourism and serve as drivers of economic cooperation. However, the
tourism potential of Kazakhstan remains underutilized. Renowned international
travel publications have highly praised Kazakhstan's tourism potential. Lonely Planet
included Kazakhstan among the top countries to visit in its annual Best in Travel
2025 ranking. The inclusion of Kazakhstan in Lonely Planet'’s Best in Travel 2025,
a highly authoritative publication, reflects the growing global interest in Kazakhstan
as a travel destination. Moreover, the city of Almaty was featured among the top 52
travel destinations according to The New York Times.

Kazakhstan's nature and cultural heritage have great potential for the development
of agritourism. In recent years, agritourism has been growing in Kazakhstan's steppe
and mountainous regions. Tourists not only participate in agricultural activities
but also get acquainted with the traditions of the nomadic people, stay in yurts,
join horseback tours, and have the opportunity to gather local products. Based on
the assessment of the economic and industrial potential of Kazakhstan's regions,
the following promising directions and regional priorities for the development of
agritourism have been identified (see Table 3).

Table 3- Key Directions and Regional Opportunities for Agritourism Development in Kazakhstan

Direction

Description

Region

Farm Tours

Organizing tours to farmers' farms

Almaty, Kostanay, Akmola,
South Kazakhstan, Zhambyl

Local Cuisine
Introduction

Organizing tours and masterclasses offering
local dishes in rural areas

Almaty, South Kazakhstan,
Zhambyl, West Kazakhstan,
Kyzylorda

Honey Production

Organizing tours on honey production, selling
products

East Kazakhstan, Pavlodar,
Karaganda, Zhambyl

Ecotourism and
Nature Exploration

Organizing nature trips: mountain hiking,
hunting, conservation activities, ecological tours

West Kazakhstan, Altai, Zhetysu,
Zhambyl, Almaty, Akmola

Introducing Rural
Life and Culture

Creating tourism packages to introduce rural
life: handicraft workshops, local traditions and
customs

South Kazakhstan, Zhambyl,
Mangystau, Aktobe, West
Kazakhstan

and Handicrafts

handicrafts (pottery, carpet weaving, woodwork)

Sustainable . . .| Karaganda, Kostanay,

. Introducing eco-friendly products, showcasing
Agroecological oreanic farmine and livestock breedin North Kazakhstan, South
Tourism & & £ Kazakhstan, Zhambyl
Creatlng Rural DeVF:loplng necessary mfrastrugture for.r.u.ral Zhambyl, Akmola, Almaty,
Recreation tourism: hotels, guesthouses, leisure facilities

South Kazakhstan

Complexes near farms
Craft Workshops | Organizing masterclasses to introduce traditional | Zhambyl, South Kazakhstan,

Turkestan, Almaty

Note: compiled by authors
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These directions encompass various aspects of agritourism development in
Kazakhstan. Agritourism not only focuses on agricultural sectors but also places
significant emphasis on local culture and traditions. It contributes to improving the
economic situation of the region and helps promote rural tourism.

Conclusion. Currently, amidst the worsening international situation, tightening
sanctions, and a decrease in purchasing power, Kazakhstan's tourism market is
undergoing significant transformation. In fact, this indicates favorable conditions
for the development of domestic tourism and agritourism. However, whether the
domestic agritourism business can take advantage of this situation depends on
many factors. Despite the availability of necessary resources, there is a clear lack
of motivation among agricultural producers and the tourism business, as well as
ineffective measures by government bodies to incentivize this process.

The priority measures to stimulate the development of agritourism in the Republic
of Kazakhstan should include:

-developing a legislative framework that regulates the sector's activities within
the tourism industry;

-providing support to agritourism farms through simplified lending for the
development of tourism infrastructure;

- developing and implementing regional programs to support agritourism.

Thus, concluding that agroecotourism is an important and developed sector of
tourism in many foreign countries, it can be stated that for it to achieve similar success
in Kazakhstan, it must go through several stages of development and establishment,
eventually forming a distinct development path in the future.
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