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В 2016 году для развития и улучшения качества жизни казахстанцев 
был создан частный Благотворительный фонд «Халык». За годы своей 
деятельности на реализацию благотворительных проектов в областях 
образования и науки, социальной защиты, культуры, здравоохранения и 
спорта, Фонд выделил более 45 миллиардов тенге.

  Особое внимание Благотворительный фонд «Халык» уделяет 
образовательным программам, считая это направление одним из ключевых 
в своей деятельности. Оказывая поддержку отечественному образованию, 
Фонд вносит свой посильный вклад в развитие качественного образования 
в Казахстане. Тем самым способствуя росту числа людей, способных 
менять жизнь в стране к лучшему – профессионалов в различных 
сферах, потенциальных лидеров и «великих умов». Одной из значимых 
инициатив фонда «Халык» в образовательной сфере стал проект Ozgeris 
powered by Halyk Fund – первый в стране бизнес-инкубатор для учащихся 
9-11 классов, который помогает развивать необходимые в современном 
мире предпринимательские навыки. Так, на содействие малому бизнесу 
школьников было выделено более 200 грантов. Для поддержки талантливых 
и мотивированных детей Фонд неоднократно выделял гранты на обучение 
в Международной школе «Мирас» и в Astana IT University, а также помог 
казахстанским школьникам принять участие в престижном конкурсе «USTEM 
Robotics» в США. Авторские работы в рамках проекта «Тәлімгер», которому 
Фонд оказал поддержку, легли в основу учебной программы, учебников и 
учебно-методических книг по предмету «Основы предпринимательства и 
бизнеса», преподаваемого в 10-11 классах казахстанских школ и колледжей. 

 Помимо помощи школьникам, учащимся колледжей и студентам Фонд 
считает важным внести свой вклад в повышение квалификации педагогов, 
совершенствование их знаний и навыков, поскольку именно они являются 
проводниками знаний будущих поколений казахстанцев. При поддержке 
Фонда «Халык» в южной столице был организован ежегодный городской 
конкурс педагогов «Almaty Digital Ustaz. 

  Важной инициативой стал реализуемый проект по обучению основам 
финансовой грамотности преподавателей из восьми областей Казахстана, 
что должно оказать существенное влияние на воспитание финансовой 
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грамотности и предпринимательского мышления у нового поколения 
граждан страны. 

  Необходимую помощь Фонд «Халык» оказывает и тем, кто особенно 
остро в ней нуждается. В рамках социальной защиты населения активно 
проводится работа по поддержке детей, оставшихся без родителей, детей и 
взрослых из социально уязвимых слоев населения, людей с ограниченными 
возможностями, а также обеспечению нуждающихся социальным жильем, 
строительству социально важных объектов, таких как детские сады, детские 
площадки и физкультурно-оздоровительные комплексы. 

 В копилку добрых дел Фонда «Халык» можно добавить оказание помощи 
детскому спорту, куда относится поддержка в развитии детского футбола и 
карате в нашей стране. Жизненно важную помощь Благотворительный фонд 
«Халык» оказал нашим соотечественникам во время   недавней пандемии 
COVID-19. Тогда, в разгар тяжелой борьбы с коронавирусной инфекцией 
Фонд выделил свыше 11 миллиардов тенге на приобретение необходимого 
медицинского оборудования и дорогостоящих медицинских препаратов, 
автомобилей скорой медицинской помощи и средств защиты, адресную 
материальную помощь социально уязвимым слоям населения и денежные 
выплаты медицинским работникам.

В 2023 году наряду с другими проектами, нацеленными на повышение 
благосостояния казахстанских граждан Фонд решил уделить особое 
внимание науке, поскольку она является частью общественной культуры, а 
уровень ее развития определяет уровень развития государства. 

Поддержка Фондом выпуска журналов Национальной Академии наук 
Республики Казахстан, которые входят в международные фонды Scopus и 
Wos и в которых публикуются статьи отечественных ученых, докторантов 
и магистрантов, а также научных сотрудников высших учебных заведений 
и научно-исследовательских институтов нашей страны является не менее 
значимым вкладом Фонда в развитие казахстанского общества.

С уважением, Благотворительный Фонд «Халык»!
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Abstract. In today's fast-paced world, transversal or 21st-century skills are
integral to achieving success. Among them are critical thought/thinking, resolution 
strategies for issues, effective communication and cooperation with others, as well as 
creative ideation capacity while maintaining adaptability in changing environments 
alongside self-management abilities that showcase social and cultural awareness. 
This study aims to examine how primary school children in developed and developing 
nations acquire transversal skills. To achieve our goal, we use a blended methodology 
comprising surveys, interviews, and focus groups among teachers, parents and students 
to gather relevant data. According to the study, primary schools in both developed 
and developing countries are fostering transversal skills. Nevertheless, the degree of 
development varies depending on each context. Developed nations prioritize explicit 
instruction as a means for nurturing these skills. At the same time, implicit methods 
such as extracurricular activities and community involvement tend to be used more 
frequently in developing regions. The research revealed that primary schools face 
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several obstacles when it comes to fostering transversal skills. These hurdles include 
the pedagogy of transversal skills that needs more training for teachers, and there 
are limitations in time and resources dedicated to their instruction due to cultural 
and linguistic barriers. Nevertheless, a study concludes that developing these skills 
is crucial for primary school children everywhere. Therefore, the recommendation is 
made for both developed and developing countries' schools to focus on cultivating 
these essential capabilities within their students collectively.

Keywords: transversal skills, children of primary school age, primary school, 
education
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Аннотация. Қазіргі қарқынды әлемде XXI ғасырдағы дағдылар табысқа
жетудің ажырамас бөлігі болып табылады. Олардың ішінде сыни ойлау, 
проблемаларды шешу стратегиялары, басқалармен тиімді қарым-қатынас және 
ынтымақтастық, сондай-ақ әлеуметтік және мәдени хабардарлықты көрсететін 
өзін-өзі басқару қабілеттерімен қатар өзгермелі жағдайларда бейімделуді 
сақтай отырып, идеяларды шығармашылық түрде жүзеге асыру мүмкіндігі бар. 
Бұл зерттеудің мақсаты ― дамыған және дамушы елдердегі бастауыш мектеп 
жасындағы балалардың көлденең дағдыларды қалай меңгеретінін зерттеу. 
Мақсатымызға жету үшін біз тиісті деректерді жинау үшін мұғалімдер, ата-
аналар мен оқушылар арасында сауалнамалар, сұхбаттар мен фокус-топтарды 
қамтитын аралас әдістемені қолдандық. Зерттеуге сәйкес, дамыған және дамушы 
елдердегі бастауыш мектептер өтпелі дағдыларды дамытады. Дегенмен, даму 



30

Bulletin the National academy of sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan

дәрежесі әр контекстке байланысты өзгереді. Дамыған елдер осы дағдыларды 
дамыту құралы ретінде нақты оқуға басымдық береді. Сонымен қатар, 
сыныптан тыс жұмыстар және жұртшылықты тарту сияқты жасырын әдістер 
дамушы аймақтарда жиі қолданылады. Зерттеу көрсеткендей, бастауыш 
мектептер дағдыларды дамытуға келгенде бірқатар кедергілерге тап болады. 
Бұл кедергілерге мұғалімдердің қосымша дайындығын қажет ететін өтпелі 
дағдылар педагогикасы кіреді, сонымен қатар мәдени және тілдік кедергілерге 
байланысты оларды оқытуға бөлінген уақыт пен ресурстарға шектеулер бар. 
Дегенмен, зерттеу бұл дағдыларды дамыту бүкіл әлем бойынша бастауыш 
мектеп жасындағы балалар үшін өте маңызды деген қорытындыға келді. 
Сондықтан дамыған және дамушы елдердің мектептеріне өз оқушыларында 
осы маңызды қабілеттердің ұжымдық дамуына назар аудару ұсынылады.

Түйін сөздер: көлденең дағдылар, бастауыш мектеп жасындағы балалар, 
бастауыш мектеп, білім
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Аннотация. В современном быстро меняющемся мире сквозные 
навыки или навыки 21 века являются неотъемлемой частью достижения 
успеха. Среди них критическое мышление, стратегии решения проблем, 
эффективная коммуникация и сотрудничество с другими, а также 
способность к творческому воплощению идей при сохранении адаптивности 
в изменяющихся условиях наряду со способностями к самоуправлению, 
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которые демонстрируют социальную и культурную осведомленность. Цель 
этого исследования - изучить, как дети младшего школьного возраста в 
развитых и развивающихся странах приобретают трансверсальные навыки. 
Для достижения нашей цели мы используем смешанную методологию, 
включающую опросы, интервью и фокус-группы среди учителей, родителей 
и учащихся для сбора соответствующих данных. Согласно исследованию, 
начальные школы как в развитых, так и в развивающихся странах развивают 
сквозные навыки. Тем не менее, степень развития варьируется в зависимости 
от каждого контекста. Развитые страны отдают приоритет четкому обучению 
как средству развития этих навыков. В то же время неявные методы, такие 
как внеклассные мероприятия и вовлечение общественности, как правило, 
чаще используются в развивающихся регионах. Исследование показало, что 
начальные школы сталкиваются с рядом препятствий, когда дело доходит до 
развития сквозных навыков. Эти препятствия включают педагогику сквозных 
навыков, которая требует дополнительной подготовки учителей, а также 
существуют ограничения во времени и ресурсах, выделяемых на их обучение, 
из-за культурных и языковых барьеров. Тем не менее, в исследовании делается 
вывод о том, что развитие этих навыков имеет решающее значение для детей 
младшего школьного возраста во всем мире. Поэтому школам как развитых, 
так и развивающихся стран рекомендуется сосредоточиться на коллективном 
развитии этих важнейших способностей у своих учащихся.

Ключевые слова: трансверсальные навыки, дети младшего школьного 
возраста, начальная школа, образование

Introduction
The globe is experiencing swift transformation steered by forces like globalization, 

technological progress and climate change. These alterations are giving birth to 
fresh trials and prospects for people as well as communities. In order to prosper in 
this dynamic world, individuals should have access to a variety of skills that would 
empower them with the capability of adapting skillfully and achieving triumphantly. 
In today's world, transversal skills ― also referred to as 21st-century abilities ― play 
a critical role in achieving success (Darling-Hammond, 2017). These proficiencies 
transcend any specific subject or discipline and apply universally across diverse 
scenarios. They encompass competencies such as transversal skills, which include 
critical thinking, problem-solving, communication, collaboration, and creativity 
alongside innovation, adaptability, self-management, and social and cultural 
awareness, which are crucial for a variety of reasons. Firstly, they facilitate efficacious 
learning throughout one's lifespan. Secondly, these abilities enable individuals to 
tackle complex problems with the skillset required in our ever-evolving world of 
sustainability while providing opportunities for objective analyses (Howells, 2018). 
Additionally, it supports individual effectiveness in communicating their ideas 
strongly as well as practicing diversity by working collaboratively together sensibly, 
bringing out unique solutions and offering different perspectives on vital issues. 
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Fourthly, transverse capability aids people in creatively adapting themselves towards 
change regardless of what direction that might take them.

It is crucial for all children, regardless of their background or circumstances, 
to acquire transversal skills. Nevertheless, the degree to which these abilities are 
being learned differs across environments. Developed countries prioritize explicit 
instruction in developing said soft? skills, while undeveloped nations often promote 
implicit learning through participation in extracurricular activities and community 
involvement (Ye et al., 2023). The objective of this study is to explore the growth of 
cross-cutting competencies in elementary school youngsters across developed and 
developing nations. The research adopts a mixed methodology strategy, employing 
surveys, interviews, and focus groups to obtain information from instructors, 
guardians or parents as well as pupils.

Materials and methods
Within the framework of the scientific article, materials from the following main 

areas of transversal skills were used. References to transversal competencies (for 
example, social, civil and moral competencies) are often found in crisis situations 
or in conditions of violation of the regulation of relations (impoliteness). These 
skills are cited to express regret that they are not possessed, and are used to solve 
social conflicts. For example, in the school space, the choices made since the 1990s 
regarding school discipline and civic education illustrate, in their chronology and 
goals, the relationship between these skills and the regulation of relationships 
(Hénaff & Merle, 2003). In addition, in school or university, in order to become a 
student and pursue their profession as a student or student, it is necessary to have 
skills that are not always clearly expressed (Sembel, 2003). Thus, these skills are 
constantly required or expected in the social space, and they represent the standards 
of integration that must be acquired in the educational process.

This main function of primary socialization is assigned primarily to parents, 
since the latter must transmit a lifestyle and actions compatible with regulatory 
requirements, the content and consequences of which they perceive unevenly. 
Educational models that are built at the intersection of family histories and social, 
cultural and economic resources create cross-cutting skills that more or less meet 
the requirements of other institutions (Van Zanten, 2005). In addition to family 
and school, other spheres play a role in their construction, not necessarily being 
recognized as such. Thus, in the field of non-formal education, the problem of the 
formation of cross-cutting competencies permeates the mechanisms used by state 
authorities and public education associations that young people attend during 
extracurricular time (Bougard et al., 2011). These mechanisms require them, just 
as they seek to participate in their creation within the framework of an educational 
project, pedagogical methods and the work of specialists in youth work, as well 
as professionals and volunteers of associations. Finally, the informal sphere also 
contributes to this. Children and young people move between several social circles, 
those associated with family and friends, and those associated with places of activity, 
such as school, leisure or the street. Sociability creates conditions conducive to the 
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formation of identity and the development of skills through prescriptions formulated 
by the people who form them. The works devoted to the school experience of children 
and youth show how sociability (friendship and love) and extracurricular activities 
affect the formation of personality and their attitude to norms, rules and institutions. 
Peer groups are sources of practical learning (Barrère, 2011).

Consideration of these four areas seems to us particularly relevant for 
understanding the processes and procedures for the formation of these competencies, 
on the one hand, because they make a direct and differentiated contribution to them 
both in terms of goals and in terms of formal or informal content, and, on the other 
hand, because their role in the upbringing or socialization of children and youth, it 
is very often viewed in perspective to emphasize continuity and gaps, compatibility 
and incompatibility of approaches, objectives and practices of various stakeholders 
and their impact on the formation of cross-cutting competencies.

A mixed methods approach was utilized in the study, where surveys, interviews 
and focus groups were conducted to gather data from educators, guardians and pupils. 
A group of 200 teachers hailing from primary schools situated in developed and 
developing nations were sampled to facilitate this survey. The questionnaire aimed 
at gauging the significance allotted by these educators towards transversal skills, 
their implementation within educational institutions and challenges experienced 
with respect to honing them. Forty teachers, forty parents, and forty students from 
primary schools in developed as well as developing countries were surveyed. The 
participants were questioned about their encounters with the advancement of cross-
cutting skills in both school and home settings (OECD, 2023). The research study 
consisted of conducting focus groups comprising 120 primary school students 
hailing from developed as well as developing nations. The participants were asked 
to share their perspectives on the significance of transversal skills, evaluate if such 
abilities are being nurtured in their educational institutions and how they can be 
utilized efficiently within various aspects of their lives.

Results
The study uncovered that primary schools in developed and developing countries 

are fostering transversal skills. Nevertheless, the degree to which these competencies 
are being nurtured differs depending on the circumstances. Developed nations 
prioritize the instruction of transversal skills, with a particular focus on critical 
thinking, problem-solving and effective communication (Martir & Everett, 2018; 
Pavlou, 2019). Educators in these regions explicitly teach such abilities while 
utilizing multiple teaching techniques like debates, group work or project-based 
learning to enhance skill development.

Alongside direct teaching, a range of school-based endeavours are implemented 
in developed nations to cultivate transversal skills. These may include additional 
pursuits outside regular academic studies or extracurricular activities and offer 
students a diverse range of opportunities to explore their interests and develop new 
skills (Pinto, 2018). These after-school programs may include participating in sports 
teams, joining clubs or organizations focusing on various hobbies and talents such 
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as music or theatre, and volunteering for community service projects that benefit 
others in need while also building leadership abilities among youth participants, all 
helping young individuals grow personally as well academically through exposure 
to different challenges beyond classroom learning experiences.

In developing nations, transversal abilities are frequently developed implicitly 
through involvement in extracurricular activities and community engagement. To 
illustrate, learners from these countries have stated that their participation in such 
events helps them develop skills which cut across different domains (Simon, 2021). 
Transversal skills can be developed in developing countries through various school-
based activities, including sports clubs, drama clubs, youth groups and community 
service projects, along with extracurricular activities and community involvement.

In addition, the research discovered several obstacles that impede the advancement 
of transversal skills in elementary schools. These hindrances comprise inadequate 
training of educators in the teaching methodology of cross-functional skills. There 
is a constraint in terms of time and resources available for teaching cross-functional 
skills. Barriers arising from cultural and linguistic differences. Both developed and 
developing countries' educators expressed that they need to be more adequately 
trained to teach transversal skills effectively (Rego et al., 2022).

Moreover, these instructors revealed their desire for additional professional 
development opportunities in this particular domain as beneficial. Educators in 
developed as well as developing nations have expressed that they need more time 
and resources to dedicate to teaching transversal skills. Additionally, they shared a 
desire for increased backing from school administrators with regard to this subject 
matter.

The existence of cultural and linguistic barriers poses a significant obstacle for 
educators in conveying the significance of transversal skills to their pupils. In certain 
cultures, obedience and deferential attitudes towards authority may overshadow 
critical thinking abilities or self-directed learning initiatives, thereby hindering 
education as an empowering force. Addressing these challenges requires targeted 
pedagogical approaches that cater specifically to diverse cultural contexts while 
fostering intercultural exchanges among students from different backgrounds (Sinkus, 
2019). Only by fully embracing diversity can we enhance our collective awareness 
about the multifaceted nature of personal growth and intellectual development, 
irrespective of social background or geographic location.

Discussion
The results of this study propose that primary schools in both developed and 

developing countries are fostering transversal skills. Nevertheless, the degree to 
which these capabilities are being nurtured differs depending on the circumstance. 
Developed nations put more emphasis on explicit instruction for the advancement 
of such skills, while developing ones usually enhance them implicitly through 
extracurricular activities and community commitment. The research reveals several 
obstacles in nurturing transversal skills at primary schools, such as inadequate teacher 
preparation, restricted time and resources, and cultural and linguistic disparities (J. 
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Scheerens et al., 2020). In spite of these obstacles, it is asserted in the research that 
fostering transversal competencies is imperative for elementary-level pupils. The 
investigation advises educational institutions across both advanced and advancing 
nations to collaborate towards promoting such skills among their scholars. In order 
to help students, succeed in the rapidly changing world of today, schools must take 
certain measures. Firstly, providing teachers with adequate training is crucial so 
that they can effectively teach transversal skills. Secondly, allocating sufficient time 
and resources towards transversal skill instruction is imperative for ensuring their 
development amongst all children. Another significant aspect involves addressing 
cultural as well as linguistic barriers, which may hinder some students from acquiring 
these essential skills (J Scheerens et al., 2020; Markhabat, 2017). By implementing 
these necessary steps, schools are able to guarantee equal opportunities for every 
child's overall growth and success by equipping them with important cross-cutting 
competencies that will benefit them throughout their lives.

Developing countries foster transversal skills indirectly through engagement 
in extracurricular activities and community initiatives. Students from such nations 
frequently disclose that they acquire these proficiencies while partaking in sports 
teams, theatre groups, or youth organizations. They also testify that participating in 
altruistic ventures improves their competency levels regarding transcending many 
areas of knowledge. In addition, the research discovered that primary schools face 
various obstacles when it comes to cultivating transversal aptitudes. Some of these 
difficulties encompass. The pedagogy of transversal skills suffers from inadequate 
teacher training, as well as insufficient time and resources for instruction (Issa & 
Khataibeh, 2021).

Moreover, cultural and linguistic variances can impede a teacher's ability to 
effectively convey the value of these skills to their students in both developed and 
developing countries. Notwithstanding the obstacles, it is determined in the research 
that nurturing transversal abilities is imperative for children at all levels of primary 
education. As a result, educational institutions across developed and developing 
nations should strive towards actively enhancing these proficiencies among their 
pupils as per the study's suggestion.

Conclusion
In conclusion, in today's fast-paced world, possessing transversal skills is 

imperative to achieve success. The outcomes of the research suggest that primary 
schools in developed as well as developing nations are focusing on instilling these 
abilities. Nevertheless, the degree to which they are being emphasized varies 
depending on different situations. It is imperative to guarantee that every child, 
regardless of their background or geographical location, has access to the essential 
skills required for a successful future. Both developed, and developing countries 
must work together in order to develop these crucial aptitudes amongst students by 
placing a significant emphasis on teaching transversal skills in schools. This could 
be accomplished through several measures, such as investing resources into training 
educators so they can effectively teach children these invaluable proficiencies, 
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setting aside sufficient time in curriculums devoted purely to practical instruction 
of transverse abilities and tackling language barriers which might hinder progress 
otherwise. It is only then that we will pave the way towards an educational landscape 
where opportunities are equalized across all demographics, aiding societies' growth 
with coherent advancements forward.

The implications of the research findings are significant for educational policies and 
practices across developed as well as developing nations. Addressing the noticeable 
differences in resource allocation between developed and developing nations is 
crucial. Policymakers must give priority to equitable distribution of resources, with 
a focus on enhancing cross-disciplinary skills development. Vital investments such 
as modern teaching materials, technological access, and infrastructure are necessary 
for supporting growth in less-developed countries. Effective training programs for 
teachers, particularly in developing countries, can have a significant impact on the 
development of versatile skills. To enable educators to adopt innovative teaching 
methods, specific initiatives must be undertaken that focus on professional growth and 
pedagogical training (Darling-Hammond, 2017). A thorough analysis of curricula in 
both advanced and emerging nations is crucial for curriculum reform. The emphasis 
should be on integrating transversal skills into subjects and lesson plans to enable 
students' regular development of these abilities. This holistic approach ensures 
that they receive ample opportunities to nurture such skills. The impact of cultural 
elements holds significant sway. When devising educational strategies and crafting 
coursework, policymakers must take into account the intricacies of various cultures, 
tailoring these approaches to reflect regional peculiarities while promoting broader 
global skills. This requires a keen sensitivity towards culture in all its forms. It is 
crucial to encourage lifelong learning and skill enhancement among both teachers 
and students. Consistently improving the quality of education can be accomplished 
through frequent evaluations, feedback loops, as well as mentorship initiatives. To 
sum up, these specific consequences highlight the importance of implementing a fair 
and comprehensive strategy for fostering transversal abilities worldwide, regardless 
of a nation's financial situation (Iñiguez-Berrozpe & Boeren, 2019). The educational 
sector should work together to guarantee that all children have equal opportunities 
in acquiring essential skills needed to succeed in today's era, irrespective of where 
they reside geographically.
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