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SOCIO-POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT
OF THE ALTAI-SAYAN REGION IN 1919-1924

Abstract. The aim of the study is to analyze the socio-political development of the Altai-Sayan region in 1919—
1924.

We used methods of analysis, synthesis and comparison. We have studied the institutions of society and the
state, the situation of indigenous peoples and social groups in the Altai-Sayan highlands, the events of the civil war
and the transition to a new economic policy based on the works of historians.

The idea that the activities of the Soviet government were widely supported by the local population with
minimal resistance from the exploitative elite of the indigenous peoples of the Altai-Sayan was criticized. There are
examples of the fact that terror against the indigenous population of Altai, Khakassia and Shoria by the
representatives of the Soviet authorities, former red partisans and immigrants caused active armed resistance.

It is concluded that the policy of the Soviet government in the period under review caused strong opposition
both from the right-wing parties and right-wing forces of non-socialist orientation, as well as the local, especially
indigenous, population of the Altai-Sayan region. The weakening of the policy of "military communism", the resto-
ration of elements of the market economy, an attempt to solve the "national issue", allowed to stabilize the socio-
political situation in the region.

Key words: authoritarianism, revolution, civil war, military communism, repressions, new economic policy,
society, state, indigenous peoples, Russia, Siberia, Altai, Shoria, Khakassia.

Introduction. The development of social and political processes in the Altai-Sayan highlands,
including Khakassia, in 1919-1924, was characterized as the increase of political struggle. The reasons for
this were the events related to the measures of the Soviet power and the Bolshevik party aimed at streng-
thening its power in the region, as well as the attempt of opponents of the Bolsheviks to continue armed
confrontation with them in the new conditions.

Results. During the period under review, the authoritarian political regime in Soviet Russia was
formed. This policy was carried out by the new government contrary to the opinion of the majority of the
population. Forces resisting the Communist policy pursued against local residents were supported by a
significant part of the indigenous population and the Russian Cossacks in Minusinsk and Achinsk districts
of the Yenisei province, Kuznetsk district of the Tomsk province and in Biysk district of the Altai
province. In addition, it should be noted about a wide range of political forces that fought the Bolsheviks
in our region at this time: anarchists, right and left-wing Socialists-Revolutionaries, people's socialists and
monarchists as well [1, 4, 5, 8].

Having restored their power in Siberia after the defeat of Kolchak, the Communists began to form a
management system in the form of revolutionary committees, and then the Soviets. Active implementation
of the policy of "military communism" began: coercive measures were widely used against the local
population, a policy of "decossackization" was carried out; "food", "forage", "raw materials" and other
types of "tax assessment" were collected. In fact, all this resulted in an open robbery of the local popula-
tion by food groups, composed, as a rule, of workers of various industrial enterprises, primarily fields and
mines, widely represented in the region [4, 5].
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At the same time, Soviet authorities start a creation and restoration of permanent and emergency
enforcement agencies: All-Russian Extraordinary Commission agencies, and then the State Political
Directorate, revolutionary tribunals, workers and peasants’ militia, mopping-up detachment forces. The
former red guerrillas, who played a significant role in the overthrow of the Kolchak regime in Siberia and
in the region, continued to actively operate there [6].

The political situation in the Altai-Sayan territory was complicated in 1919-1924 due to the streng-
thening of the Bolsheviks' struggle against representatives of political parties and groups, both socialist
and anti-socialist orientation. In addition, the political situation was aggravated by the growth of
interethnic confrontation between the indigenous and foreign population of the region [2, 6, 7].

The representatives of the Russian peasantry and the Cossacks, Altaians, Khakasians and Shorians
were against the Bolsheviks in the South of Siberia, on the territory of Altai-Sayan highlands. In a number
of villages, volosts and districts there was a creation of rebel groups to fight the Soviet regime. The rea-
sons for this were the events related to the measures of Soviet power aimed at creating a one-party pol-
itical regime and modernization of the country in the spirit of Marxist-Leninist ideology. According to the
Bolsheviks, it was necessary either to destroy or oust from the limits of Russia everything "obsolete" and
"inhibiting the movement of the country to a "bright future".

The refusal of the active part of the Altai-Sayan population to submit to the policy of military com-
munism, carried out by representatives of the Soviet power without taking into account the peculiarities of
the cattle-breeding and hunting type of the economy of the indigenous population, led to the intensi-
fication of hostilities and caused both a mass migration of the population outside Soviet Russia or
withdrawal to the mountain taiga area, and the creation of rebel groups, actively resisting the policy of the
Soviet power [4, 5].

Anti-Bolshevist forces, having lost the Soviet power in an open civil war, decided to use the contro-
versy between the peoples of Altai-Sayan and the Communist regime. For this purpose, among the local
population, authoritative leaders were selected, former Kolchak officers were sent to rebel groups, bases
for these groups with stocks of weapons, uniforms and ammunition were created in remote areas. As a
result, the Altai-Sayan region in this period became the scene of a fierce armed struggle against the Soviet
regime [5, 7].

In many ways, the actions of the Siberian figures of the anti-Bolshevik movement (ataman Semenov,
baron Ungern, Solovyov, Kaigorodov, etc.), fall into the same scheme as the actions of their associates in
European Russia. All this resulted in the withdrawal of anti-Soviet forces from the political and industrial
centers of the region to remote or border areas, as well as the creation of a base for the armed struggle
against the Bolsheviks, especially in the North, in areas controlled by the Soviet authorities.

The groups opposing the Bolsheviks had an extensive network of their supporters throughout the
Altai-Sayan territory during this period. However, the new government also began to create a network of
informants and secret employees, carried out a constant collection of operational information about the
moods of various social groups in the region. On the basis of the collected information, the Soviet autho-
rities adjusted the policy towards the local population or individual national and social groups [5, 6, §].

Discussion. Thus, the policy of the Soviet government during the period under review led to strong
opposition from representatives of right-wing parties of the democratic wing of the social revolutionaries,
the Mensheviks and the people’s socialists and right-wing forces of non-socialist orientation of the bour-
geoisie, the white officers and leaders of the Cossacks. The combined efforts of these forces, as well as the
harsh repressive policy of the Bolsheviks against the local, primarily indigenous, population of the region,
caused the continuation of the civil war in the Altai-Sayan region and in Siberia as a whole. Siberian
peasantry in a significant majority in this period was set against the Soviet regime. The irritation of the
rural population was caused by the re-creation of the workers of food groups for the withdrawal of food
from the peasantry, which was a significant layer of the population of the Altai-Sayan region. Cossacks,
Russian peasants-longtimers, Altaians, Shortians and Khakassians were also dissatisfied with the
reduction of their land plots in favor of immigrants from the Western regions of Russia [1, 3, 4, 7].

In addition, the indigenous population of Altai-Sayan didn't agree on restrictions on their right to
self-determination. The representatives of Soviet power, the former red partisans and the settlers imple-
mented a real terror against the indigenous population of Altai, Khakassia and Shoria, which caused armed
resistance of the peoples of Altai-Sayan, which continued even after the period under review, but on a
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smaller scale [5, 7]. The previous approach, widespread in Soviet historiography, (about the broad support
of the activities of the Soviet government by the local population) is not confirmed by the analysis of
historical sources [9].

The weakening of the policy of "military communism", the restoration of elements of market eco-
nomy, the attempt to solve the "national issue", the negotiations of the representatives of the Soviet
authorities with the leaders of the rebel groups, the announcement of Amnesty to the participants of anti-
Soviet armed groups allowed to stabilize the socio-political situation in the region and move to the
"peaceful construction" of socialism in Soviet Russia [3, 4, 5].

E. A. Caranakos
H. ©. KaraHoB atbiHaarbl Xakac MEMJIEKETTIK yHUBepcuTeTi, AbakaH, Peceid

_ 1919-1924 KbJIJAPBI
CAAH-AJITAUJBIH SJIEYMETTIK-CASICHU JTAMYbI

AnHoranust. 3eprreyaiH Makcatel CasH-Adnrail eHipiHiH 1919—1924 xpuigapaarsl 9J1€yMeTTIK-CasCH AaMybIH
TaNzay.

Tangay, cuHTe37ey KOHE CANBICTBIPY SIICTEPiH MaigaiaHa OTHIPHIN, 0i3 KOFaM MEH MEMJICKETTiH WHCTHUTYT-
tapbiH, CasH-AnTail Ka3bIFbIHBIH ayMarblHIa OalbIpFbl XalbIKTap MEH OJISyMETTIK TONTAPJbIH JKaFJaiblH, a3a-
MATTBIK COFBIC OKHFAJIAPbIH JKOHE TAPHUXIIbUIAPIBIH JKYMBICTAPbIHA HETI3JIENITeH KaHAa IKOHOMHKAJIBIK CasicaTka
KOIIY/l 3epTTe/IiK.

Kenec ykimeti kpi3MeTiH CassH-ANTalIbIH OaWBIPFBI XAJIBIKTAPhl MaliJalaHaThIH JIMTAAaH MUHUMAIILI Kap-
CBUIBIKIICH JKEPTUTIKTI TYPFbIHAAP KeHIHEH KOJIANTBIHBI Typasbl HICSHBI ChiHFa ajbl. KeHecTik yKiMer ekiiuepi,
Oypbiarbl KpI3blI mapTu3aHgap MeH Kep ayAapblUIFaH agaMiap ekiiuepiHiH Aunrail, Xakacusi sxoHe IllopusiHbIH
OaibIpFrbl TYPFBIHAAPBIHA KAPCHI TEPPOPFa KAPCHUIBIK KOPCETKEHIHE MbICAIT KEATIPLIeIi.

CogeT yKiMeTi KapaiqFaH Ke3eHAE OH aKTHIK HapTHsUIapIBIH OKUIAepl MEH COIHATUCTIK eMec OarmapiayablH
OH KYIITEPiHIH oKinaepi, conmaii-axk CassH-AnTail aiiMarbIHBIH KEPrUTIKTI TYPFBIHAAPHI, HETI3IHCH OaWbIPFbI XaJIbIK-
Tapbl TapanblHAH KYIITI ONMO3ULHUSHBI TyIbIpabl. «COFBIC KOMMYHH3MI» CasCaThIHBIH QJICIpeYi, HAPBIKTHIK 3KOHO-
MHUKaHBIH JJIEMEHTTEPIH KaJIblHA KENTIpY, «YITTBIK MOCEJICHI» LICUIyre opeKeT jkacay alMaKTarbl dJIeyMETTiK-
CasiCH JKaFIai/ibl TYPaKTaHIbIPyFa KOMEKTECTI.

Tyiiin ce3mep: aBTOpUTapU3M, PEBOJIOLMS, a3aMATThIK COFBIC, COFBIC KOMMYHH3MI, PEMPecCHsl, »aHa IKOHO-
MHKAJIBIK CasicaT, KOFaM, MeMJIEKeT, OaibIpFbl XaubIKTapsl, Peceit, Cioip, Anrait, [llopus, Xakacus.

9. A. Caranakos
Xaxkacckuii rocynapctBeHHbIH yHIBepcuTeT uM. H. @. KatanoBa, Abakan, Poccus

COIUAJIBHO-TIOJIUTUYECKOE PA3BBUTUE CAAHO-AJITASA
B 1919-1924 rr.

AnHoTanus. Llenbio uccienoBaHus SIBISETCS aHAIU3 COLMAIBHO-MOJMTHYECKOro pa3Butusi CasHo-AnTaii-
ckoro peruona B 1919-1924 rr.

C mpuMeHEHHEM METOJIOB aHajW3a, CHHTEe3a M CPaBHEHHS HW3YYCHBI MHCTUTYTHI OOIIECTBA U TOCYIApCTBa,
MOJIOXKCHHE KOPCHHBIX HAPOJOB M COLHMANBHBIX TPyl Ha Tepputopur CasHO-ANTalHCKOTO HArOpbhsi, COOBITHA Iie-
puoia rpaX1aHCKON BOMHBI U Mepexoda K HOBOM 9KOHOMHUYECKON MOJUTHKE HAa OCHOBE TPYJOB YUEHBIX-UCTOPUKOB.

[MomBepruyTa KpUTHKE UAEs O TOM, 9TO Meporpuatus COBETCKOI BIACTH OBUIH IMIMPOKO MOJICPKAHBI MECT-
HbIM HAceJIE€HUEM NPU MUHUMAIBHOM CONPOTHUBIEHUU CO CTOPOHBI IKCILUTYaTATOPCKON BEPXYIIKU KOPEHHBIX Ha-
ponoB CasiHo-Aunras. [IpuBeaeHbl IpUMeEpHI TOTO, YTO TEPPOP B OTHOLIEHUH KOPEHHOTO HaceleHus: Anras, Xakacuu
u lllopun co cropoHsl npeacraButencii COBETCKON BIAcTH, OBIBIIMX KPACHBIX MAPTH3aH U MEPECEIICHIICB BBI3BIBAI
aKTHBHOE BOOPY>KEHHOE CONPOTHUBIICHUE.

Crnenan BbIBOJ, 4TO nonutuka COBETCKOM BIACTU B pacCMAaTPUBAEMbIN MEPUO]T BbI3BAIA CUIIBHYIO OMITO3ULINIO
KaK CO CTOPOHBI MpEACTABUTENECH MpaBbIX MApTUH M MPABbIX CHJI HECOLMATUCTHYECKOH OpPHEHTALMH, a TaKKe
MECTHOTO, IPEKIEC BCEro KOPeHHOTro, HaceneHus CasHo-AnTaiickoro peruoHa. Ocina0lieHUe IMONUTHKU «BOSHHOTO
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KOMMYHH3May, BOCCTAHOBIICHUE JJIEMEHTOB PHIHOYHOI SKOHOMHH, MOMbBITKA PEUICHHS «HAIIMOHAIBHOTO BOIMPOCAY,
MO3BOJIMIIN CTAOUITU3UPOBATH COLHATIBHO-TIOIMTHIECKYIO OOCTaHOBKY B PErHOHE.
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