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PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT
OF APITOURISM IN KAZAKHSTAN

Abstract. In the modern world, one of the most popular and faster growing types of tourism is apitourism. This
is due to the growing interest in this type of tourism from tourists of all ages who want to spend their holidays in the
apiary tasting bee products (honey, propolis, royal jelly, etc.); tourists are interested in learning the secrets of the
technology for making high-quality honey and products related to it. Apiaries become as excursion objects for
tourists. Especially attractive for tourists are the goods in the manufacture of which they personally participated.
Apitourism promotes the socio-economic revival of rural areas, ensures the diversification of agricultural production,
and creates new jobs. The article discusses the current state of development of apitourism in Kazakhstan, review the
problems and prospects for its development. The experience of the development of apitourism in foreign countries is
analyzed. In the course of using mental modeling and analysis of scientific literature, using the deductive research
method, we were able to identify the resource base for the development of apitourism, and assessed the current state
of the beekeeping in Kazakhstan. As the main research method, we conducted a sociological survey of potential
consumers of tourist services, during which the advantages of apitourism and the main directions of its development
were identified.

Keywords: apitourism, ecotourism, beekeeping, apiary, agriculture, nature-based tourism, local community.

Introduction. Tourism is one of the fastest growing industries of world economy. There are many
new possibilities to attract tourists and satisfied their needs. Demand for the development of modern world
civilization, the relationship between people and environment is growing up. As a unique way of
sustainable development, apitourism has become a new type of travel that combines the desire to create a
natural and unique experience, such as a beekeeper’s lifestyle [1].

Apitourism is one of the new directions in tourism, which unites the spheres of tourism and
beekeeping. It performs not only the functions of ecotourism, but also considers the issues of medical,
educational tourism. Apitourism is a new travel destination that is harmoniously connected with the
modern culture of bee breeding and beekeeping. This type of tourism has a great potential as an additional
opportunity to expand and strengthen beekeepers' presence in the tourist market.

Honey breeding is one of the most rapidly developing types of farms. The honey breeding has a great
potential for socio-economic development, preserving natural forests [2].

It is necessary to pay attention to apitourism for the sustainable development of tourism through the
development of beekeeping in Kazakhstan. One of the most favorable and attractive areas for the
development of apitourism is the East Kazakhstan region, and the authors visiting several villages in the
area to take research. The main objective of the study is to identify the importance of apitourism in the
development of the country's economy and tourism, to analyze the problems and prospects of the
development of apitourism in Kazakhstan.

The research methods. For a deeper understanding and a more detailed disclosure of apitourism, we
began our research with a theoretical analysis and generalization of the scientific literature regarding the
subject of our study.
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Apitourism (the name comes from Latin name of honeybee - Apis mellifera), as a form of tourism
that deals with culture and traditions of rural communities could be considered as one of the most
sustainable way of development and a niche tourism. Apitourism is a form of tourism connected
with beekeeping as a traditional profession and with bee products in ecological, food and medicinal
aspects [3].

We used the continuous absentee online survey method to solve the tasks in this scientific study. The
survey can be considered as one of the most common methods for obtaining information about the
subjects - respondents to the survey. The survey is that the respondent was asked special questions related
to apitourism, the answers to which allowed us to obtain the necessary information. When creating the
survey, we first formulated program questions that were relevant to the solution of the problem, but which
were accessible only to specialists. By using the questionnaire method, it is possible to obtain a high level
of mass research with the least cost. A feature of this method can be called its anonymity (the respondent’s
personality is not recorded; only his answers are recorded). During the study, we were able to draw up an
SWOT-analysis, identify the main areas, and lay the foundation for the future development of apitourism
in Kazakhstan. As a conclusion, we came to the result that apitourism is a unique way of sustainable
development; it has become a new type of travel, combined with the desire to create natural and unique
news for yourself as a way of beekeeping.

The discussion of the received results. Educational function of apitourism promotes pro-ecological
environmental activities making tourists aware of a huge role bees play in functioning of many
ecosystems. One-third of products eaten indirectly and directly by a man depend on insect pollination [4].

Apitourism is a relatively new phenomenon and is primarily focused on the beekeeping community
or those interested in apitherapy, i.e., medicinal use of products from honeybees [5].

Apitourism allows apiaries, students or ordinary tourists to be acquainted with the art of breeding
bees, to study the culture of beekeeping. Most visitors consider apiaries to be “sights of ecotourism,” more
attention needs to be paid to their development [6]. Apitourism is an innovative form of tourism [7], which
is suitable for the study area and provides new jobs, take support for local infrastructure development,
provides opportunities for small beekeepers in rural areas of the region in terms of promoting the region.

Since apitourism has a broad concept, it was formed as a separate type of tourism. Excursions to
apiaries, excursion museums of bees in the open air, tasting various varieties of honey, cooking various
types of honey products, etc., all this is an integral part of apitourism

A clever combination of ancient and old-fashioned beekeeping skills revitalizes local crafts and helps
preserve the environment. Beeswax or apitourism has two obvious advantages. Beekeeping products,
including bees, beeswax, propolis, pollen and mother's milk, etc. products can be a source of income.
Another advantage is that it plays an important role in ecology, spraying flowers and plants in everyday
life. Bees are at risk around the world, because if bees die, it can negatively affect the environment and
plant life [8].

Api-tours give an idea about and represent a nature, heritage, traditions, cuisine and hospitality of
different regions of the country.

Apitourism as a sphere combine many things: craftsmen, apiaries, ethnography collectors for apiaries,
open-air museums and herbivores, apiaries, honey confectioners, honey wax candles, honey and honey
dump sands, honey drink producers, producers of cosmetics and care products, as well as special gift
makers, etc.

On the grounds of conducted research, basic apitourism functions were distinguished.

Therapeutic function. A distinctive feature of apitourism is apitherapy. It affects the health and
restoration of human vitality. Massage with honey, breathing chambers inside the apiary, aromatherapy
and others, contribute to the restoration of the respiratory system, and improve blood circulation and helps
in the prevention of various diseases. It is essential to attract attention to not well-known and rarely used
bee products such as propolis, beebread, royal jelly, pollen and wax. Showing numerous applications of
bee products in cooking, medicine and cosmetics it is also a promotion of pro-healthy lifestyle and the
return to nature, which can successfully serve a man.

Cognitive function. For tourists, information about the traditions and customs of the local population
is of great interest. Therefore, tourists are acquainted not only with the development of beekeeping in the
country, but also get additional information about the history, traditions and customs of the visited place.
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This function draws attention to the specific nature and tradition of a region and especially of beekeeper’s
work and the history of beekeeping.

Educational function. How the honey economy develops, what kind of plants are needed for its
development, where it is favorable to develop, etc. providing relevant information and providing new
information. For that reason, it is very important to retain the largest number of bee colonies and to
ecologically educate allowing understanding and appreciating the role of bees in life and economy of a
man. Environmental education - the leading competence of students and trainees in relation to the world
around them and themselves: the ability to live in harmony with nature and culture, with themselves and
with society - leading orienteer global education [9].

Social function - an apitourism offer allows activating a local community by creating new jobs at
tourist traffic services, to develop agrotourism farms and to benefit from the potential of knowledge and
experience of apiarists [10].

This is the spectrum of cognitive activity of apitourism associated with the ecotourism and the leisure
tourism.

Beekeeping requires less use of land, labor and resources than other types of farming, and it is well
suited to the environment and ecosystem of the region [11].

Development of beekeeping in the country is one of the most important factors for the development
of apitourism. However, the amount of honey produced is not one of the mandatory requirements for
apitourism development (figure 1).
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Figure 1 — World honey production in 2017 year (thousand tons) [according to 12]

China is the world leader in honey production and export. In 2017, China produced more than
550,000 tons of honey.

According to statistics, by the end of the 1990s Kazakhstan exported 50 thousand tons of honey per
year. Most of them are exported to Germany, Japan, South Korea and China. At present Kazakhstan
produces about 10 thousand tons of honey a year [13].

In Slovenia, about 10,000 beekeepers produce 3,000 tons of honey per year [14]. The main points of
the api-tour’s advertising are: “Acquaintance with the methods of biodynamic development of beekeeping,
taking into account the natural integrity of apiaries, demonstration of different apiary systems, the
introduction of apnea pollen, breast milk and propolis, as well as their beneficial effects on human health
and well-being, with organization various seminars”. Slovenian ApiRoutes company specializes in
beekeeping tours [15]. Beekeeping is an ancient and well-developed type of economy that arose in
Slovenia from the moment it was settled by the Slavs [16].

Countries with the highest number of bee hives are not the highest producers of honey. This mainly
depends on the environmental climate, the number of bees, the number of plants with pollen, and so on.

It is generally recognized that a certain degree of state intervention in the development of tourism is
important [17], therefore, for the successful development of apiturism, state support is necessary not only
from the material side, but also legal support is needed. In 2010, the Kazakhstan’s National Association of
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Beekeepers “Bal-Ara” was founded, which made a significant contribution to the development of
beekeeping in Kazakhstan, a targeted program for the revival of bee farming in our country was launched.

First of all, the main factors for developing of beekeeping are environment, vegetation and water
resources [18]. Accordingly, apitourism may not develop in all regions of our country. In Kazakhstan, the
most favorable zone for the development of apitourism is a region with well developed beekeeping
industry. It is desirable to choose right places with the most favorable climate and effective in terms of
location. In Kazakhstan, the most favorable conditions for the development of the beekeeping industry are
in the east of the country. The collection and analysis of material gave us the opportunity to determine that
apitourism can well develop in the East Kazakhstan and Almaty regions. Recently, the production of
honey is also developing well in Northern Kazakhstan. Apitourism is not only an acquaintance with honey
products, but also has a number of its own characteristics. It also contributes to the development of other
types of tourism. Beekeeping is well developed in Katon-Karagaysky, Zyryanovsky, Glubokoy, Shemo-
naikhinsky, Kurchumsky, Urdzharsky, Ulansky, Borodulikhinsky areas of the East Kazakhstan region.

By analyzing of 2019-year literature materials, we able to discover excursions to the Ulken Naryn,
Kishi Naryn, Solonovka, Besuy, Sennoe, Katon-Karagay, Kaindy districts with the purpose of apiturism
are being realized. In these areas, local and foreign tourists can get acquainted with local beekeeping and
try various honey products. Farmers from "Sunkar", "Bee" and "Chekankin" LLP produced 5 tons of local
honey in the Ulken Naryn rural district in 2017. In the small villages of Naryn and Solonovka, the number
of nesting sites of bees in private farms is more than 1800. The total honey production in 2017 amounted
to 46 tons in this region. Due to the high demand for beekeeping products, there is an increase the number
of honey hives in farms.

At the same time, some regions of Kazakhstan have an apitherapy. Apitherapy is a scientifically-
based medical concept that promotes traditional knowledge of beekeeping products and their nutrition and
use in medicine [19]. Apitherapy - a solution to the problems of preserving and maintaining human health
through beekeeping. Beekeeping products are food, biologically active substances and natural medicines.
In recent years, medicine has rediscovered and confirmed the results of the prevention and treatment of
diseases through beekeeping [20]. In Katon-Karagay and Glubokoe districts of the East Kazakhstan
region, it is now widely spread to go to bed in specially built houses with the aim of preventing and
treating various diseases with the help of apitherapy. Special api-houses were built in the area near Kaindy
village in Katon-Karagai district of the East Kazakhstan region under the project “Altyn-Altai - Wealth for
the development of the region” [21].

Sleeping near an apiary is an ancient and very effective way to strengthen the health of our ancestors.
Bees pass into their nests through small openings against the wall. Special mesh near the hive prevents the
bees from entering the interior of the house. The house next to the bees is ideal for strengthening
immunity, strengthening the cardiovascular system, treating lung diseases, neurosis, and many other
diseases [22]. Thanks to the free circulation of aromatic air, the chick peas have are very nice
microclimate, which can easily penetrate into the body of steam and general sleepiness [23].

Innovation is important for the agricultural sector of the Republic of Kazakhstan, bringing the
potential for long-term economic growth [24]. Therefore, the development of apitourism in is an inno-
vative approach in the development of beekeeping in our country.

In the field of the scientific research, we prepare and carry out an online survey conducted with
apitourism. For these purposes, we used the most affordable option for conducting an online survey —
Google Forms platform.

About 1,200 people took part in an online survey. Before taking the information from survey, a brief
information about apitourism was presented to respondents. The analysis of survey, show that the most of
the respondents (55.8%) were interested in apitourism for medical purposes. The rest of the respondents
chose a cognitive purposes - 33.3%, for educational purposes - 5.8%, for business purposes 1.7%,
39 respondents (3.3%) did not express interest in this type of tourism (figure 2).

The therapeutic function of apitourism has increased the importance, respondents identified improved
health through apitourism as its main advantage (figure 3).

Due to the development of apitourism in Kazakhstan, it is possible to have a significant impact on the
development of the tourism industry in the country as a whole. Nevertheless, the majority of respondents
believe that there are some obstacles to the development of apitourism in our country (figure 4). Some
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Figure 2 — The interest of potential tourists to apitourism in Kazakhstan
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Figure 3 — The main advantages and features of apitourism, according to respondents view
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Figure 4 — Obstacles in development of apitourism in Kazakhstan, according to respondents view
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respondents considered that one of the main obstacles to development apitourism is not enough qualified
specialists (45.8%), some of them have chosen economic factors (31.7%). At the same time, some groups
choose poor development of tourism direction with weak infrastructure development (18.3%), as well as a
natural factor (2.5%).

Traveling with the aim of apitourism, apitherapy takes the most important place for mind of tourists
(60%). Therefore, it's necessary to quality develop “apitherapy” for the development of tourism and attract
tourists, and it is also necessary to include medical procedures in the local api-tour programs.

It is also advisable for future local managers and enterprises to take on a mind to organize excursions
to honey fairs for tourists who are going to taste and buy various types of honey products in Kazakhstan
(figure 5). As a additional result of the survey, we were able to identify that the main part of the
excursionists, who choose visiting bee apiaries with excursion purposes are schoolchildren and students.

APITHERAPY

PURCHASE OF HONEY PRODUCTS
EXCURSIONS TO BEE APIARY

THE USE OF HONEY IN GASTRONOMY AND. .|
TASTING DIFFERENT TYPES OF HONEY

Figure 5 — The reasons of the local tourists for apitourism travel

For the development of apitourism in Kazakhstan, it is necessary to organize excursions to open-air
museums for children and adolescents, organize workshops and master-classes on cooking and tasting
honey in the cities of Almaty and Oskemen, educate and train highly qualified specialists who specialized
in spa procedures using products based on bee honey and pollen.

SWOT analysis of apitourism development in Kazakhstan
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East Kazakhstan and Almaty regions are favorable zones for the development of apitourism in
Kazakhstan. In particular, East Kazakhstan is a region with a high development potential. The reason is
that interesting excursions, festivals are already being organized here, apitherapy is used for medicinal
purposes.

Conclusion. Today, interest in beekeeping is growing faster thanks to the efforts of modern society to
consume environmentally friendly and organic products. The basis of apitourism is the production of
honey and the agricultural sector as beekeeping. Beekeeping provides the local community in rural and
suburban areas with many important products and services.

The success of this intervention to develop apitourism can be attributed to the people’s access to all
the types of resources needed to make their livelihoods sustainable: 1. Natural resources (strong
populations of healthy bees and abundant forest); 2. Physical resources (lorries able to navigate rough
forest tracks and to enable honey to be transported from the producers to the collection centre, buckets
with lids allowing clean honey to be transported); 3. Social resources (the strong organization, owned and
run by the producers and with access to market knowledge); 4. Human resources (the beekeepers skills at
beekeeping and honey and beeswax harvesting); 5. Financial resources (access by the beekeeping
enterprises to credit when needed).

Our research considers apitourism as a new direction of sustainable development. The number of
tourists interested in apitourism is growing; this trend also applies to our Kazakhstan society. This was
observed during the survey.

The East Kazakhstan region is one of the potential regions for the development of Kazakhstani
ecotourism, the region meets all the parameters necessary for the development of apitourism in our
country. This region of Kazakhstan is distinguished by its biological and landscape diversity. For the
successful development of tourism in the region, it is necessary to attract qualified specialists in this field
and develop infrastructure, it is necessary to coordinate the activities of local beekeeping enterprises and
familiarize them with the high economic potential for the development of apitourism in their territories.

K. H. Anmesal, P. M. Baii6ypues!, Jlasux Jlopan?,
A. C. lllarpip0aii’, 3. K. Kannackaposa!

'On-®apabu atemmarsl Kazak yiarTeik yauBepcHTeTi, AnMatel, KazakcTan,
230tBOC Jlopann yauBepcuTeTi, Bymanemr, Benrpus

KA3AKCTAHJIA ATIUTYPU3M/I JAMBITY JIbIH
MOCEJEJEPI MEH BOJIAILIAFBI

Annotanus. Ka3ipri Tanaa TypusMHIH TaHbIMall TypJepiHiH Oipi anutypusm OoJbin Tabbuiaabl. by e3 nema-
JBICTApbIH OMapTaja apa MapyallblIbIFbl OHIMIEPIHIH KOFaphl carnackl MEH TEXHOJIOTHSICHIHBIH CaKTaJlyblHa Ke3
JKETKI3Y apKblIbl 0a eHIipyIiH KbIP-CHIPHIMEH TaHBICHII, apa [MIapyanlbuIbIFbl ©HIMIepiHe (0aj, MpoIoic, aHaJIbIK
CYT JkoHe T.0.) Jerycranus kacall, ©TKi3yre HUEeT OUIIipreH OapibIK jKacTarbl, JICYMETTIK JKOHE YWITTHIK CaHATTap
KaTapblHAAFbl TYPUCTEp TapalblHaH KbI3BIFYIIBUIBIK TyybIMEH OaiiaHbicTel. OMapTanap TypHCTEp YILIiH
AKCKYPCHUSIIBIK HBICAHAAp OOJNBIT TaObUIambel. Ocipece TypUCTep YIIiH TapThIMIBI OHIMIEpre ojlapibl JaibIHIayFa
e31epl KaThICaTbIH OHIMIEp KaTaibl. ANUTYpH3M aybULABIK aiiMaKTapIblH OJICyMETTiK-DKOHOMHKAIIBIK KaiTa
JKaHFBIPYBIHA BIKIAJN €Till, aybll IIapyallbUIbIFEl OHIIPICIH opTapanTaHIbIPYAbl KAMTaMachl3 €Tell, JKaHa JKYMBIC
OpBIHAAPHIH Kypaxsl. Makanana Kazakcrannarsl anuTypu3M OaMybIHBIH Ka3ipri skarzaibl, OHBIH JaMy Mocelnesnepi
MEH IepcleKTUBaNaphl KapacTelpblianbl. lller enpepae anuTypusmal maMmelTy ToxipuOeci Tangannsl. CoHbIMEH
KaTap anuTypU3M/Ii JaMbITy YIIiH pecypcThiK 0a3a MeH KasakcTaHarsl apa NiapyalibUIbIFBIHBIH Ka3ipri JaMy jKar-
Jlaibl KapacThIPbUIAbI. ATIMTYPU3MHIH apTHIKIIBUIBIKTAPHl MEH OHBIH JaMYBIHBIH HETi3ri OarbITTapbl aHBIKTAJIBII,
eJJIeTi amUTypU3MHIH JaMyblHa OaiIaHbICTBI aieyMeTTik cayanHama, SWOT-rannay xyprizinai. Conpaii-ak,
ANMUTYPHU3MJI1 JaMBITY YIIIH KOJIAMIIBI )Karaiaapsl 0ap alMaKkTap aHbIKTAJIIbI.

Tyiiin ce3aep: anuTypusM, SKOTYpHU3M, Oall IIapyallbUIbIFBl, OMapTa, aybUl MIAPyallbUIBIFbl, TAOUFH TYPHU3M,
JKEPTUTIKTI KaybpIMaap.
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IMPOBJIEMBI U NEPCIIEKTUBBI
PAZBUTUA AIIUTYPU3MA B KABAXCTAHE

AnHoTanusi. Ha ceropnsmHui A€Hb OJHMM W3 TOMYJSIPHBIX BUAOB TypH3Ma SIBISETCS amuTypu3M. OTO
BBI3BAHO HApacTalOIM K HEMY HMHTEPECOM CO CTOPOHBI TYpHCTOB BCEX BO3PACTHBIX KATETOPHH, COLMAIBHOM M
HAMOHAJIBHON MPHHAUIC)KHOCTH, KOTOPBIE JXEJAal0T IPOBECTH CBOM OTABIX Ha MACEKe, NETyCTHPYS HPOIYKTHI
myenoBoacTBa (MEN, MPOMOINC, MATOYHOE MOJIOYKO W T.J.), M3ydas TAaMHCTBO CO3JaHUS Mena, yOexmasch B
COOJIIOZIGHNH TEXHOJOTHUII M BBICOKOM KadecTBE MPOAYKIMH Maceku. Ilacekm CTaHOBATCS 3KCKYPCHOHHBIMHU
oObekTamMH 11l TypucToB. OCOOEHHO NPHUBICKATENBHBIMH JUI TYPHCTOB SIBJISIOTCS IPOXYKTHI, B W3rOTOBJICHUU
KOTOPBIX OHH JIMYHO TNPHHSUIM y4dacTHe. ANHUTYPH3M CHOCOOCTBYET COIHAIbHO-3KOHOMHYECKOMY BO3POXKICHHUIO
CEeNIbCKOM MECTHOCTH, O0ECHEeYMBaeT OUBEPCUHKALHUIO CEIBCKOXO03SHCTBEHHOTO MPOM3BOJCTBA, CO3/1ACT HOBBIC
paboune mecra. B cratbe paccMaTpuBaeTCs COBPEMEHHOE COCTOSHHME pas3BUTHsA anuTypu3ma B Kaszaxcrane,
poOJIEMBI M TEPCHEKTUBBI €T0 Pa3BUTHA. AHAJIU3UPYETCS OMNBIT PA3BUTHS alHUTypHU3Ma B 3apyOeXHBIX CTpaHax.
BwMmecrte ¢ Tem aHanmm3mpyerTcsi pecypcHas 0asa Ul pa3sBUTHS aluTypu3Ma, TEKYIIee COCTOSIHHE ITYEIIOBOJYECKOTO
xo3siictBa B Kazaxcrane. beut nmpoBenen commonorndeckuit onpoc, SWOT-aHanu3 pa3BUTHS aIUTypU3Ma B CTpPaHe,
BBIJICJICHBl TPEHMYIIECTBA AMUTYypH3Ma M OCHOBHBIC HANpABICHHS €ro pPa3BUTHA. Taxke BBISIBICHBI PalOHBI,
umMeromye Hanobosuee 6JIaronpusATHBIC YCIOBHUS UL Pa3BUTHS alTUTypPU3MA.

KiroueBble cji0Ba: anmuTypH3M, SKOTypH3M, ITUEIIOBO/ICTBO, N1ACEKA, CETBCKOE XO35HCTBO, IPHUPOIHBINA TYpHU3M,
MECTHOE COOOIIECTBO.
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